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ETE Michels i= a fhighter.

The animator has The Simp-

sons and Rugrats to his
credit, but s biggest victory 15 The
Family Guy, Not only has this
subversive piece inspired o bevy of
other artists — now exhibiting their
pi;hl:‘n:'r. in Melbourne — but The
Family Guy fought its way back o
the small screen afier being can-
celled twece.

““We ended up with 58 episodes
before we pot cancellad the second
time. We were off alr for three
vears.”" Michels s

DY sales were Lo ,gl.'ﬂ.'nl fior the
Fox netwark 10 igmone, so they
commissioned a third series of the
culture-lampooning GEFioon.

"FmUﬂpli.-I:.'. 1 was availahle =0
[ jumped right on it and got going
on the new serics,” Michels says.

The Family Cuy centnes on the
Griffin family in the fictional,
dysfunctional 1own of Quahog. The
Girillins are enfant temible Siewis,
disgruniled daughter Meg, slobbizh
som Chiris, ssucy but surviving wilie
Lois, talking dog Brian and Peter,
the oafish father,

Their creator is Seth McFarlane,
4 former Hannn-Barkera animator
who launched The Family Guy in
1999 and writes and woaces many
of the characters. Plenty off laughs
and the phiysical comedy is well-
exeeubed, oo,

“*The mo= satisfying fight scene
1 ever worked on would be the Last
Chicken Fight.'* says Michels.

The Chicken Fight was a three-
ﬁﬂdml that began when a fsst food
chain’'s chicken mascot gave Peter
an expared food omapon. Bad move.
An epic battle on tracks, helicopiers
and photocopiers ensued before the
mascol was killed. Or was it?

“Peter and the chicken are
fighting in sewers, on planes. then
the chocken takes Peter out fo
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dinper, them they stan
again,”” Michels recounts.

“We had to get editors from
another show o come over and
wark and rework it There were
several passes of it where we added
more jokes. It was so satisfying in
the end. The storyboarders won an
Emmy for that.""

The Chicken Fights became o
legendary Michel: and his crew
would refer 1o YouTabe fontage

Inghting

and its mamber of hits b make sape
they were keeping the show fresh,

The Family Gy has stepped oul
of the Simpsons and South Park
shadows to became a global cull.
Proof is the show's challenge to 21
cartoonists, illusmabors. asd b
mourists 16 reinlerpret  Michels'
Family (fuy art. The result is the
Ti-plece touring collection What
the Dewce Are You Staring A1?07

All prints sold will include a
special eal

entertainment
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Pete’s Family guise

“With every parchase I'll be
drawang a dedication on the cand 1o
go with the charscier,” Micheks
says, “‘TC1 be an original drawing
— one of & kind,™

MWHAT THE DEUGE ARE
YOU STARING AT?!?

Whera: Sitvar K Gallery,
1092 High 5t, Mmu%,umi
Movember 16




